SAMPLE Parent Letter

NCLB – School Choice and Transportation

Dear Parents,

In January 2002, Congress passed the new federal law, No Child Left Behind.  The purpose of this letter is to inform you about this new law and your option of public school choice.

This law requires districts to adopt grade-level standards, use the most effective instructional strategies for teaching all students, and annually assess each student’s progress toward meeting those standards.  A school’s progress is determined based on how well students do on statewide-standardized tests.  Title I Schools that did not make Adequate Yearly Progress for two consecutive years, based on the State accountability system, are identified as Program Improvement schools by the California Department of Education.  Under No Child Left Behind, California’s Program Improvement Schools must provide supplemental services as described above.

___________________ School has been identified as a Program Improvement School for the 2002-2003 school year.  Once a school has been identified, the district is required to provide students attending this school the option of transferring to another school within the district that is not identified for improvement and where there is space available.  The district must provide or pay for transportation to the new school within certain budgetary restrictions.  Then a student is transferred to another school; he/she may remain in that school through its highest grade.  The district is required to provide transportation to the new school only as long as the student’s original school remains in Program Improvement.

This letter is to notify you that your student has an option to transfer to another available school.  The district will give priority to students based on educational and financial need.  Current enrollment projections reflect that _______________ School has space available for the 2002-03 school year.  Applications must be completed and retuned to the district by ______________.  Each application is for an individual student.  Approval of an application for the student does not mean that an application for brothers and sisters will be approved automatically.

Parents who wish their student to remain at their school of residence are guarantee a place at that school and do not need to fill out an application.

At __________________ School, steps are being taken to ensure increased student achievement.  All teachers are actively participating in comprehensive, on-going professional development in standards-based lesson design, assessments, and direct explicit instruction.  __________________ School has instituted an additional banking day (time set aside each month for teacher training) as part of the monthly schedule.  Standards Resource Teachers will continue to support all staff members in their efforts to increase student achievement.  Starting in Fall 2002, teachers will be assessing students quarterly in reading, writing, and math to monitor their growth and provide interventions, if needed.  Teachers will be offering before school, after school, and Saturday classes for students who are not making progress toward meeting grade level standards.

Parents can become involved in addressing the school’s academic issues by providing input on the Improvement Plan, Parental Involvement Policy and School-Parent Compacts.  Parents will share responsibilities to increase their student’s academic achievement by supporting their student’s learning in such ways as monitoring attendance, homework completion, and television watching, volunteering in the classroom, and participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their student and positive use of extracurricular time.

If you have any questions regarding school transfers, please call ________________________.

Sincerely,
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